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Elgin High School Gymnast
Places First in State
Competition 
    Elgin High School gymnast Nolan Williamson
brought home a first place win for the Maroons at the
Illinois State High School Association’s gymnastic
competition. As a junior, Nolan qualified for the state
competition in every event during sectionals, where he
placed first in vault, high bar, and all-around. He placed
second on rings, third on pommel horse, and fourth on
parallel bars. His
winning routine at
state included a
double dismount that
launched him 12 feet
into the air. As a
senior, Nolan
continues to compete
in gymnastics and
participates in track
and field. Nolan’s
plan after graduation
is to study
architecture and
apply to cheer or
gymnastic programs.

Five Students Compete at
Special Olympics Illinois  
Summer Games

Five U-46 students
showcased both heart
and muscle at the 2016
Special Olympics
Illinois Summer Games,
where children and
adults with intellectual
disabilities celebrate
their power, joy, and
human spirit through
training and athletic
competitions. Students
competed in swimming
and running in June at
Illinois State University
in Normal. Gwen
Cerami and Tina
Hondros from
Centennial Elementary
School competed in the
aquatics 25M and 50M
freestyle and both took

home gold. Ian Fergus, a seventh-grader from Kenyon
Woods Middle School in South Elgin, earned bronze in
the 200M race. In the same event, Matthew Kennedy, a
sixth-grader from Horizon Elementary School in
Hanover Park, placed fifth and Hope Buechner, a
freshman from Elgin High School, placed sixth.

Gwen Cerami and Tina Hondros
with their 25M freestyle gold
medals.

Matthew Kennedy, Ian Fergus,
and Hope Buechner at Illinois
State University competed in the
2016 Special Olympics
downstate.

Proactive Behavior
Program Aims to Improve
School Culture
    Eight U-46 schools achieved platinum-level
status for their implementation of the Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports program.
PBIS helps build a positive school community and
culture. Platinum level signals that a school meets
the highest implementation level in the national
program, which is designed to improve school
culture and safety. The Midwest PBIS Network
annually reviews each school’s practice and data. 

Two U-46 Elementary Schools Win
2016 Summer Reading Challenge
    For the fifth year in a row, Highland Elementary School
in Elgin generated the most devoted readers in the Summer
Reading Challenge, sponsored by School District U-46 and
the Gail Borden Public Library District. Sycamore Trails
Elementary School in Bartlett saw the most improved
participation in the challenge. Each year, the contest
encourages students to continue reading during the summer
to maintain and further develop literacy skills.

Highland Elementary School
students raise their trophy in
celebration.

Staff from Lowrie Elementary School
in Elgin join Principal Kelly O’Brien
(second from right) in accepting the
Accent on Achievement for their work
on improving school culture and
student behavior. 

Elgin’s Washington Elementary
School Principal Lori Brandes (third
from right), students, and staff are all
smiles after the Board of Education
recognized their work to implement a
positive behavior program.

The following eight schools earned
platinum-level PBIS status: 
• Glenbrook Elementary School in Streamwood
• Highland Elementary School in Elgin
• Laurel Hill Elementary School in Hanover Park
• Lowrie Elementary School in Elgin
• Ontarioville Elementary School in Hanover Park
• Washington Elementary School in Elgin
• Ellis Middle School in Elgin
• Larkin High School in Elgin

Bartlett High School Booster
Club Supports New Football
Field  
    Bartlett High School hosted its homecoming game
on its own turf in October thanks to $60,000 in
donations from the BHS Booster Club. For five years,
the Booster Club has raised funds to build an activity
complex. Community volunteers, leaders, and students
helped put down sod and collegiate goal posts during
the summer. The Rotary Club of Bartlett donated
$25,000 for the school to install a scoreboard.
    The homecoming game, which Bartlett won 42-7
against East Aurora, was designed to kick start a
fundraising campaign for the activity complex. The
Bartlett High Boosters have asked donors to raise
$200,000 to pay for bleachers, a special entrance, and
concession area. Their goal is to complete the complex
by the onset of the 2017-18 school year. The boosters
are selling 200 founders bricks at $250 each through
bhsboosters.org.

Elgin High School Recognizes
Notable Alumni 

     The Elgin High School
Alumni Association
celebrated the
accomplishments of some
of its most distinguished
graduates during a
dedication of the school’s
Alumni Hall of Fame. The
celebration coincided with
Homecoming Week and
recognized the contributions
of 38 Elgin High School
graduates, including Max
Adler, benefactor of the

Adler Planetarium; Sara Melissa Hart, a Tony Award-
nominated actress and leading character in the traveling
production of “Cabaret;” Daniel M. Brewbaker, a
renowned composer; and Hal Getzelman, a retired
capsule communicator chief engineer for NASA. Dozens
of alumni attended with their friends and family to
celebrate their alma mater, achievements, and place on
the wall. Others were posthumously inducted. 

Elgin High School alumna and
Tony Award-nominated actress
Sara Melissa Hart joined a
dedication ceremony for the
Alumni Hall of Fame wall,
where she is among those
honored.
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